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NARRATIVE, &c. 



THE man who holds a publick ofSce is re- 
fponfible to the publick for his condu6t in it* 
0( this denomination is the Mafterfbip of an en- 
dowed Gramn)ar-School. The publick has a juft 
claim on every Matter of fuch a School for the 
conftant exertion of his literary abilities. From 
fuch a difcharge of his duty, and from fuch alone^ 
he may have reaibn to hope- for the favour and pa- 
tronage of a difcerning neighbourhood. 

An equal •degree of refponfibility to the publick 
tribunal, the Truftees or Governors of an endowed 
Grammar-School fubjeft themfelves to on their 
entrance into office. True it is, that they aft in a 
different department from that pf the Matter. But 
unlefs their endeavours co-operate with his exer- 
tion$, the wilhes and expeftations of the publick 
A a ?ire 
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are not likely to be fully anfwered. Their counte- 
nance is neceffary to bis fuccefs. But if, inftead of 
giving him their friendly aid and proteftion, to 
fweeten his toils of duty, and to fmooth its rugged 
paths, they unhappily refolve to oppofe every 
effort he can makei fuch unhappy refolutions are 
the certain forerunners of ruin and deftruftion: 
vain and fruitlefs are all fubfequent hopes of fuc- 
cefs: an unnatural oppofition from this quarter 
fuddenly blafts the expeftations both of the publick 
and of the matter : 4iiit^m efty ilicet^ feriijii. 

Short as I wilh the following narrative to be, 
neceffity will, I fear, compel me to protraft it to a 
length agreeable neither to my reader nor hiyfelf. 

In the year 1769 I received my appointment to 
the Mafterfliip of Bruton School, in the following 
form ; 

'^ Know all men by thefe prefents, that the Right 
" Hon. John Lord Berkeley, Thomas Sampfon, 
*' Robert Pavy, John Dampier, George Cox, 
" William Vigar, Gerard Martin, Harry Albin 
^' Martin, Jofeph Whitehead, John Mori-en,Thomas 
<* Whitehead, William Snooke, Governors of the 
^' Free Grammar^School of King Edward the Sixth 
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« in Bruton, in the county of Somerfet, by virtue 
** and in purfuance of the power and authority to 
*' them given, in and by the charter granted in the 
*^ reign of the faid King, and of all and every or 
*' any other power and authority in them vefted or 
*' repofed, have nominated and appointed, and by 
** thefe prefents do nominate and appoint Edward 
** Michell, late of Kingfbridge in the county of 
*' Devon, but now of Bruton afotefaid. Clerk, 
" from the date hereof to be Matter of the faid 
*^ School, as long as he JThall behave well in his 
'* office, for the education, teaching, and inftruftion 
*^ of youth in grammar. And we do further ap- 
*^ point him, during lucli time for the purpofe 
*^ aforefaid, the poffeffion,|ufe, and occupation of 
** the faid fchool, fchool-houfe, garden, green, and 
«* appurtenances to the fame belonging, and an 
*^ annual ftipend or falary of fifty pounds, clear of 
^^ all deduftions, to be iflued Und paid to him by 
*' equal half-yearly payments at Chriftmas and 
«* Midfummer, out of the rents, rej^enues, and pro- 
** fits of the lands, tenements, hereditaments, or 
** other emoluments belonging or appertaining to 
** the faid fchool, the firft payment to be made on 
*^ Chriftmas-day next enfuing the date hereof. In 
*^ witnefs whereof the faid Governors have put their 
** common feal and fubfcribcd their names to thefe 
A3 " prefents. 
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^« prcfents, the fourteenth day of Ai^ft one thoii- 
^^ fand ieven hundred and fixty-nine. 

^' Birkelef, 
** John Dampier, 
** Gerard Martin, 
«* Thomas JVbitehedd, 
'' Jqfeph Whitehead,^ 
" Harry Albm Martin, 
'* "John Morren, 
" William Smoke. 

*^ I do approve of the within appointment, 

'' E. Bath ^ J^^ellsr 

Here I would obferve, that Mr. H, A. Martin, 
who drew the appointment, informed me that the 
words clear of all deduSiions would fully atifwer the 
intention of the Goverhors, by guarding me againfl: 
Cxpences of ariy kind. On this affurance, a fair 
copy was drawn for the fignature of the Governors. 
The fchool, at which not a fingle boy had been 
educated for fourteen years immediately preceding 
my appointment, now began to revive. I had fe- 
veral young gentlemen from Devonfhire and this 
neighbourhood in my houfe, and many day-boys 
from the to^i^ii and circumjacent villages. 

In 
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In the year 177 1, the late liord Befkeky> feeing 
the duty to be donfe by the Mifter more than equal 
to the emoluments df his Office, propofed to the 
Governors, that wifeh a view of railing fhy falary 
he would fiy off their debt of 250I. This liberal 
oflferwas gladly accepted. In confeqtiehce of this 
difchargfe of the debt, the following appointment 
was drawn by Mr, H. A. Mar'fcki, and approved of 
by the Governors: 

" Whereas Edward Miehell, of Bruton in the 
*' county of Somerfet, Clerk, by deed of appoint- 
^* ment dated the fourteenth day of Auguft 1769, 
** duly executed and confirmed, \fras eledcd and 
^^ appoirited Matter of the F^ree Grammar-School 
*' of King Edward the Sixth in Bruton aforefaid, as 
** long jis he fhould behave well in his office ; with 
^ ah appointment of a ftipend or falary of fifty 
^* potinds a year, clear of all dedtiftions, to be iflu- 
'^ ing and paid out df the rents, revenues, and pro- 
" fits of the lands, tenements, hereditaments, or 
*' other emoluments, belonging or appertaining to 
'^ the faid fchool, which was as much as could then 
*' be appropriated to his ufe, paying a proper atten* 
*^ tion to the difcharge of a debt of 2501, due from 
'* the faid fchool ; but the faid 250!. having been 
^' fince paid off and difcharged by the Right Hon. 

^'Joha 
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*^ John LxMtl Berkeley, Baron of Stratton> for the 
** benefit and advantage of the faid Edward Michell 
*^ and the fucceeding Matters for the time being, 
** We, the Governors of the faid fchool, whofe 
*^ names are hereunder fubfcribed, duly confidering 
*^ the ftate of the faid fchool revenues and difburfe- 
*^ ments, therefore, and in purfuance of the powers 
*^ to us given in and by the charter granted by 
*' Edward the Sixth, by and with the advice and con- 
** fentof the Right Worlhipful the Lord Biftiop of 
*' Bath and Wells, have nominated and appointed, 
** and by thefe prefents do nominate and appoint to 
** and for him the faid Edward Michell, as long as 
" he fhall continue and be Matter of the faid fchool, 
'^ the further annual ttipend or falary of thirty 
" pounds (making with the fifty pounds the yearly 
*^ fum of eighty pounds) clear of all deduftions, to 
" be iffuing and paid him yearly, and on Midfum- 
*' mer-day in every year, out of the rents, revenues, 
** and profits of the lands, tenements, heredita- 
" ments, or other emoluments belonging or apper- 
^' taining to the faid fchool, the firft payment to be 
'' made on the 24th day of June next enfuing the 
*' date hereof, 

'^ In witnefs whereof the faid Governors have 
** put their common feal, and fubfcribed their 

" names 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i 9 1 

** nannes to thefe prefcnts, the thirtieth day of 
*^ November one thoufand (even hundred and 
** icventy-one. 

'' E. Bath e? WeUs. 
«^ Berkeley^ 
« Jofepb Whitehead, 
*^ Harry Alhin Martin^ 
** Gerard Martin, 
*^ nomas Whitehead, 
** WilHam Snooke, 
'^ Charles Moore, 
*' George Cox, 
" y(?i^» Morren. 






There was now every appearance of a rifing 
fchool. In the midft of this pleafing profpeft, a 
iudden coolnefs towards me on the part of two of 
the leading Governors arofe, a coolnefs unaccount- 
able then, and unaccounted for to this day. I 
begged an explanation; none could be obtained. 
Whoever has experienced a fimilar treatment, will 
be enabled to judge of my feelings. The confide- 
radon of my Lord Berkeley's advanced age, at 
whofe death the fole government of the fchool 
would in fadk devolve on thefe my two cool friends, 
determined me to take the firft convenient oppor- 
tunity of leaving Bruton. A very advantageous 

one 
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bne foon prcfcntcd itfelfj a fchool bfecaftie vitUnt 
worth 3CX>1. a year, exclufive of boarders. To my 
unalterable frie/id, my Lord Berkeley, I made my 
requcft to procure it for me. His Lordfhip was 
pleafed to exprefs his wifhes that I would not 
think of removing i but on his feeing me refolved, 
he kindly complied with my requeft. By my Lord 
Berkeley's application to Lord Godolphin, I re- 
ceived an offer of the fchool from the Mayor and 
Corporation. The fequel 1 blulh to relate, as it 
will exhibit a ftrong proof of my own folly in the 
extreme. During my abfence from Bruton to wait 
on Lord Berkeley in London, it became known 
that I was about to leave my fchool here. Upon 
this, the moft earneft application was again and 
again made to my family before my return homej 
by one of the above Governors, requefting them to 
endeavour to influence me to remain here. This 
requefl: was not complied with. Further applica- 
tions were made before my return, with a promife 
that the houfe fliould be put into any ftate my fa- 
mily would wifh, and that the whole (hould be 
handfome, and (to borrow an epithet) decorous.' 
At my return, I was aflured by the fame Governor, 
that if I would remain here, my fchool Ihould be 
equal in point of advantage to that which I had 
now accepted. In fhort, the gentleman aflured mc 

of 
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of every thing great, modo non monies auri polliceHS^ 
Such aflfurances on one Hde, and a certainty of 
Lord Berkeley's, friendfhip on the other, I unfor- 
tunately pernnitted to weigh with me. His Lord- 
fliip, with his wonted benevolence, eafily admitted 
of my apology for having given himfelf trouble i 
and by his direftion I wrote a letter to the Mayor 
of the town, containing my beft thanks for the fa- 
vour conferred On me^ but that my views here were 
ikei-edj &c. Here was I now once again fettled, 
and once again my old friends fpeedily reverted to 
tlieir former coolnefs. The death of Lord Berkeley 
too ibon plained the way to a more open attack. 
The neceffary repairs of the fchool-houfe were al- 
moft totally neglefted, and the greater part of it 
was become unfit for the reception of Gentlemen's 
fons* The glafs of the windows was permitted to 
remain broken for years : and on my fending to a 
fehior warden, that quantities of fnow were driven 
into my own fleeping-room through the broken 
panes, I received the polite and memorable anfwcr, 
th&t " I had nothing to do but to (hovel it out 
again i" and I have been neceflitated to apply for 
a long continuance paper as a fubftitute for glafs. 
'f he fchool^ however, continued ftill to thrive: and 
my fuccefs in it was, I believe, deemed an intole- 
rable injury. The negledt of the fchool-houfe was 

not 
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not conddered as a punifhment adequate to the gr^'^ 
tification of that unnatural thirft for vengeance, 
which a mental dropfy had raifed. On a certain 
afternoon the late Mr. Martin called on Mr, Hunt> 
then refident at Pitcombe. If an event lefs ferious 
than the deftruftion of that fabrick, which I had 
been for feveral years raifing, had been the confe- 
quence of their Ihort converfationj if the ruin of a 
fchool effentlally interefting to this town and neigh- 
bourhood, had not been the (peedy effeft of this 
laconic conference ; and if the publick had not a 
right to be informed of the caufe of the rapid decay 
of the fchool : in fhort, if the voice of cogent nc- 
ceffity did not call on me, the name of Mr. Martin, 
to whom I have been indebted for various civi- 
lities, would have been unfeen in this narrative, 
Nb other emotion, than that which originates from 
compaflion, can be fuppofed to have poffeffion of 
;the human breaft, after fo long a feries of years, 
upon refieding on the frailty of a fellow-creature. 
Nor at fuch an interval will any foliloquy proceed 
from the lips, of a tendency differing from Alas! 
poor human nature ! 

Mr. Hunt invited his friend to alight and walk 
in, at the fame time telling him that feveral gen- 
tlemen of Mr. M's acquaintance were with him. 

Mr. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ '3 ] 

Mr. M. excufed himfclf, by replying, that he was 
engaged to attend a fchool-meeting at Bruton, in 
order to turn out the Majier. 

Gentlemen converfant in fchools, well kno^y fuc- 
cefs in them to be very unliable and fluftuating, 
even where the efforts of all parties concerned are 
made in favour and iupport of them. But when 
fuch an exprcflion as the above is made ufe of by 
a leading Governor of a fchool, and a man of 
^weight in the neighbourhood ; one fuch breath of 
rough air blafts and withers the faireft and mod 
promifing blofToms. Though none of the young 
gentlemen then at the fchool were taken off, yet 
the fchool foon became a declining ones their fuc- 
ceflbrs were very few. 

Now from the legality of the Matter's appoint- 
ments, and from the line of conduft which he in- 
variably purfued, the Governors well knew fuch a 
meafure as the above to be imprafticable. How- 
ever, the attempt anfwered an end fuch as it was j 
or rather the report i for an attempt was never 
meant. But left the fuccefs of the Matter Ihould 
perchance furvive the wound already inflifted, an- 
other energetic attempt, of a tendency perfcftly fi- 
milar to that of the former, was made, an attempt 
dittinguiflied by an equal degree of candour rc- 

Ipefting 
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fpefting the Mafler, and of regard to the well-being 
of tjie School. The feme Governors, who, on my 
appointment to the fehool, advertifed that the 
fchool-houfe was properly fitted up for the recep- 
tion of young gentlemen as boarders, (which ad- 
irertifement I have by me) thofe fame Governors 
now injijied on my having no right to take boarders^ 
and that the free boys had a claim on me for my whole 
attention* The former attempt' was confefTedly 
made againft the'Mafter : but by the latter. Gen- 
tlemen of the firft fortunes are prohibited from 
fending their fons to this fehool, but on the footing 
of free-boys. The two Mr. Uphills, of Lamyatt 
and Lydford, were each about to fend a fpn to me, 
when they were informed by a Governor of the 
School that they could not fay for their education 
without doing a very great injury. HoTyeyer, to 
this information they paid very little regard, ^n4 
jrefufed to fend their fons till I confente4 to mak? 
my charge. Thus unpleafantly ficuated, I appealie4 
\o the Right Reverend Vifitor, whether I had ^ 
right tp'take boarders or not ? His Lprdfliip was 
^le^rjy of opinion that I had a. right. This opi-^ 
pipn was given in prefefjce of the Governors cpn-i 
ypned at the palace on another matter nearly aHip4 
to apd congenial with the two precluding attempts^ 
This qomes now to be advertpd to, 

A meflage 
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A mefiage was fent to me frono the Governori 
%y their fervant the late Thomas Moore, Auguft the 
9th, I774f attended by Mr, John Bull, at whole 
Houfe the Governors then were, that my Jatary of 
^gbty fmmd^ ay^/^fy was from that time to he re^ 
dme4 ^fifiy^ No rcafon w^ giyen for their taking 
thjs ftfpi this would have been too kiqdi as it 
\j^pul4 have put rp? put of a ^afp of fufpence* 
Xbis d^^riqg me^fur^ gave pffeqce to the gentle* 
ipetipfth^. neighbourhood as well as of the tpwn^ 
by whom the fpjlowing petition to the Right Rev* 
Vifitor was figncd, and ipeedily prefented to his 
X^ordlhip ; 

^^ To th? Right Reverend the L^rd Bifhop of 
" Bath and Wcl|s* 

?^ May it pleafe your Lordfhip, 

*^ WE, the principal inhabitants of the town and 
^Vncighbourhood of Bruton in the county of So- 
«^ merfet, beg leave to petition your Lordfhip in a 
•^ matter 'of th^gr^ateft importance to this town and 
*? neighbourhood, to the prefent age, and pofterity. 

" As we cannot but admire the wifdom of the 
^f Royal Founder of the Grammar-School in this 
*^ town, in conftituting by charter the Lord Biftiop 

ccof 
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*^ of Bath and Wells for the time being the Vifitor 
** of the School, with the gracious defign that his 
*^ Lordfliip might check and reftrain the illegal 01* 
** othcrwife improper conduft of the Governors of 
•* the School, fo we think ourfelves peculiarly happy 
•* in having at this critical jundure (when innoVa- 
** tions of, we conceive, dangerous tendency are in- 
*^ troducing by the prefent not legal number of 
•* Governors) a Vifitor to petition of acknowledged 
** abilities in tranfafting bufinefs, and bf zealous 
** inclinations to promote ufcfiil learning. 

'^ By the charter, my Lord, your petitioners ap- 
** prehend the Governors of the School are obliged 
** to eleft a new Governor or Governors in the place 
^ of any one or more who Ihall die, or remove from 
** the town and parifli of Bruton to refide, at a 
*^ meeting immediately fubfequent to either of fuch 
'^ events. This has been the invariable rule, as 
'^ your Lordfhip's petitioners believe, obferved hf 
«^ the Governors from the foundation of the fchool 
*' till within four or five years paft, as ofeen as a 
*' vacancy has been made by death. Where va* 
*' cancies have been made by removal, it is apprc- 
^' handed that modern Governors have not been 
•' fo exaft in filling fuch vacancies, as the charter 
^* fcems to require* But not to fiU vacancies in 

^^ cafes 
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^ c^fes «f difttfi • your' Lordftip'i petitioners bc- 
*^fievc is ^khout precedent, and an kmovation 
^ brought in by the prefent Governors. 

^ There are now five vacancies i of which two 
" have been made by removal, and three by death. 
" The major part of thofe vacancies has ftibfifted 
'* fdv feveral years, during which period not a fingle 
« Governor has been «lefted, though Ae prefent 
" Governors have been repeatedly called on to 
^ proceed to an cleftion. 

^^ At a meeting of the Governors, about Oftober 
" 1776, Mr. George Cox, at that time a Governor, 
" recommended it to the body of Governors^ to fill 
" the vacancies, and propofed the Earl of Ilchefter, 
" an inhabitant of the parffh, to be by them elefted. 
*^ Mr. Cox's motion was negatived. At their 
" fummer meeting in 1777^ Mr. Cox again pro- 
" poled the Ead of Ilchefter. A negative was 
"again put on Mr. Cox's motion 5 to which the 
"then fenior warden, Mr. Gerard Martin, added, 
" that there were G(n)ermrs enough already to do 
" the htfinfs. 

, ^In -fliis IkoatitMi, my Lord, things are at prc- 

**fent. The ill confequcnccs of not fiHing the 

B «^ vacancies 
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«f vacancies are already manifeft: the rents from 
'^ the cftates belonging to the fchool^ that have till 
** lately been always adequate to the annual pay- 
" ments and outgoings, are now found to fall 
" greatly Ihort. -The Mailer's falary remains un- 
" paidi the . School-houfe is out of repair. The 
•^ Governors plead an inability for want of money 
** to repair the one, or to pay the other. You;- 
** Lord (hip's petitioners do not mean to determine 
^' precifely the reafon of fuch the condud of the 
*' Governors. But at the fame time they cannot 
" but apprehend that fome latent caufe influences 
"their proceedings, which they cannot conceive to 
*^ be for the benefit and advantage of their truflrand 
" the publick. 

" Your petitioners rely on your Lordlhip's good- 
^' nefs for making ufc of that authority, with which 
" your Lordfhip is invefted by the Royal charter, 
^^ in order to give your .petitioners fuch relief and 
" afliftance in the above matter as the neceffity 
*^ of the cafe feems to require. 

" Your Lordfhip's petitioners cannot conceive 
^' that the hafty opinion of the late fenior warden, 
'* that there are Governors enough already to do the 
*? hufinefsy can with any degree of propriety or ■ 

" decency 
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" decency be kt in .cpoipetitioii with the folcmn 
" deteroiiriation of the Royal founder> ^al^fted by 
^' his Privy Council, who we^e p leafed to fix on 
/« twelve of the more Jubfiantial inhabitants of the 
^ytown and parijh of Bruton, as the mod proper 
" number for tranfading the bufmefs of the fchool 
" iy and with the advice of the Lord Bifhop of Bath 
'' and Wells. 

** Your Lordfhip, by direftingthe Governors to ' 
" fill the prefent vacancies, will merit the fincere 
" thanks of this town and neighbourhood, and 
.'^convey unfullied in their proper channels to dif- 
*^ tant ages thofe fountains of liberality and ufeful 
'' learning, which the piety of King Edward the 
" Sixth opened, and commanded to flow for the 
^* good of mankind in general, and of this town 
^^ and neighbourhood in particular " from time to 
" time for ever J' 

From the above petition the proceedings of the 
Governors, and the fentiments of the public refpeft* 
ing their proceedings, (tand forward equally confpi- 
cuoys. And the neccflity for its infertion will, I 
truft, be an apology for me with my Lord Ilchefter 
for the mention of his Lordfhip's name with fuch 
proceedings. The late Mr. George Cox was of 
B 2 opinion 
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tDi>iWdn tfeat iKc ftteftteft <rfttty Lord llchiefter into 
Vhc govd-nntertt WouW fee Ae m^atts of fetting the 
fthdd aSfFairs oh a I'efpekaable footiitg. It tr^s 
*dioi!iglit heCeffary that 1 thoMd *^^t oh his LcM-d- 
flWp, to afk his perfriifiioh that Mr. Cbx tttight pro- 
jf^bfetes LdrdQi^to the GoVerftors at their neit 
tneetihg. After tearing how Watters ftood, his 
Lordfhip, in the moft obliging and condefcending 
ing manner, replied, that if he could be of any fer- 
vide to the fchcJol, he had no objeftiom to being 
propofed ks a<J6venior. 

The fetijuel I wifh to get rid of in few wordis. 
^y Lord Ilchefter was feje<aed, and Mr. William 
J^nies and Mr. Jofeph Palmer were chofen. SucJh 
a procedare \frarits ho comment. It is 'fio fooner 
¥ead, than a man trahflites it iriftandy into the 
^l^ini^ Ehglifh-: O luft of fway, what havdck baft 
thou not made in human affairs I 

Tftie reader will-be bcfbr^hand wkh'ifte ihaflcing 
this^ic[«%ftion. Is not my Lord Ilchefter at fhis tkne 
a Governor? To this^u^ftion t*hc preferit dgmhgt- 
feidhflaftd conftiftdh iare a lull ^nfwen ®dt in^n- 
feqoenccof^hisOLbrdiMf)^^ kind <>fer ^ctfi^flah<a 
at the -above ^ititerSftlhg ^rtfe, Htfs ^hb ^Aibft<jd(Sft 
idttipYw^ht beeh ^d^him 'hy flte ^prefect ^leadihg 
' . family 
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lankly in our ijcjiolaftic zff^u;%i Jo the Ipcft-of ipcjjf 
Icnowledge an4 belief tlie Qppqr^uqity pycp of a r<:. 
fuj^l to be eleded h^ be^n ^i^ |9 tiis )^Qf dfj^ip, 
but no( for w^nt q( vacancies. 

— Pudet bac opprobria nobis 
Et dkl patuijfdy et nqu potuijfe refelli. 

I beg my reader's pern^ifljon tp go on with tl^is 
digrcffion one ftep further. Jt ^las nqt efc^ppd ?h« 
notice of gentlemep, tha,t fix pf theffeftqt.Qpvefr 
nprs are of one family. This f^n^iljf, ]q thf ^ffiftr 
aqce of one or two other Goverpc^rs, ivhpnqi prij- 
dential mqtives of a priv^i:^ n^^re i^ay be fupppfed 
to influence in taking their refolptions, afe i^ truth 
and fadl the fole Governors of the School. Now 
though fuch eleftions are not chargeable with ille- 
gality, delicacy and propriety were not confwlted on 
thpfe Qccafions j who, jf thpy really are in the pic- 
ture, are thrown fo far into the back-ground, as tp 
be by no means perceptibje by a common eye. In 
fhort, wherever fuch an afcendancy is gained in th? 
management of a public charity by one family, as 
has been gained by two families in immediate fuc- 
ceffion in th^ direftion of this fchool for now iboi^t 
nineteen year§, the confcqjueaces to be expeded are 
fuch as have:aftually enfued here during all than 

periods 
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period. Nor will tht confideration be, whether an 
unlettered man in extreme poverty is likely to do 
more fervice to the public as a Governor than a 
Peer of the Realm, but whether he is more likely 
to concur with his eleftors in all their meafures. 

But to proceed. To the truth of the contents 
of the following paper, Mn Sampfon, now a Go- 
vernor, was ready to bear teftimony in any manner. 
There is every reafon to* think that he did teftify 
the truth of the whole, or of its moft interefting 
parts, in an interview with the Right Reverend 
Vifitor at the palace, where Mr. Sampfon kindly 
attended for the (ble purpofe of throwing light 
on feme mifreprefentations and unjuftifiable pro- 
ceedings. 

^^ Whereas Thomas Sampfon, furgeon, a prin- 
" cipal inhabitant of Bruton in the county of So- 
^^ merfct, has been afTured that feveral informations 
*^ have been laid with the Right Reverend the 
'^ Lord Bilhop of Bath and Wells, which are not 
'^ conformable to truth, and which faid informa- 
^' tions tend greatly to injure the fepucation of the 
*^ Rev. Edward Michell as M after of the Free 
" Grairmar-School in Bruton, and to deprive him 
^^ of that afliftance from the Lord Bilhop of Bath 

'' and 
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'* and Wells, "which it is in the power of his Lord- 
** fhip as Vifitor to give j this deponent therefore, 
^* in order to undeceive his Lordfliip, and to do 
«* juftice to a man, who fince the death of the late 
*^ Lord Berkeley has been repeatedly infulted and 
^^ oppreffed by the Governors of the School, volun- 
^' tarily declareth and faith, that the faid Edward 
*^ Michell from the time of his being clefted Mafter 
*'^ to the prefent has, as this deponent verily be- 
** lieves, dilcharged his duty regularly and faithfully 
** towards every individual committed to his charge 
^f as Mafter of the School. That the faid depo- 
'* nent had a nephew near fix years under the care 
*^ and tuition of the faid Edward Michell at the 
*' faid fchool : that the faid Edward Michell faith- 
" fully difcharged, as this deponent believes^ his 
^^ obligations to his faid nephew. That his nephew 
"has frequently expreffed to this deponent and 
" others, fince he left the fchool, a grateful fenfe of 
'* his obligations to the (aid Mafter for his care in 
** inftrufting him, and conduft in every other re- 
" fpeft towards him. That this deponent believes 
^* thfX every perfon, who has fent a boy or boys to 
" the fchool is willing to teftify that the faid Maf- 
" ter's conduft has been in all refpefts ftriftly 
'* proper from the time of his being elefted Mafter 
^« to the prefent. That inftcad of depriving the 

boys 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t ^ ] 

". boy$ felbrtmg to the fchool of the green to mmfo 
V themfdlvcs in, or of any other convenience be- 
^' longing to the preiliifei, (aS it has been^ this <fe* 
** pOnent apprehends, fuggefted) he .knows that the 
*^ faidf Edward Michel! has beerl aC i very grdat, 
•Vejtpenee iti putting the grceh into decent order 
** for the acconnmodation of all the boys frequenting 
*f the fajd fchool, atid that the ^een is in better 
** condition now than the deponent ever knew it, 
" though he has known it marly years. And this 
** deponent knows, as from his (kuation he is ah 
" alnooft daily witnefs to the truth of it, that all 
*' the boys frequenting the faid fchool from the 
** time the faid Edward Michell was eleftcd Matter 
*' to thb prefent, have conftandy been perrtnittcd to 
" ufe the green as a place of diverfion, unlefs, for a 
^* fault committed, any of them have fubje(5ted' 
** themfelves to the punifhment of a temporary cx^ 
*' cluGon. And further, this deponent believes, 
" (he having been thus informed by his nephew, 
*^ who was a member of the fchool when a new 
" deflc was brought) that the Rev. Mn Hall was 
** the firil objedor (to whofe opinion the Governors 
*^ then prefent in the fchool affcnted after fome he- 
*^ fitation) to having the defk placed in the moft 
*' proper part of the fchool, though a general re- 
" queft of all the boys was made to the Rev. Mr. 

** HaU 
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««^HaU and td the feid Governors, figBifying that 
«^ the deik would be ufdefs Where tha fald Mr. 
*^ Hall M^as' about to placeit, on accounted the cx- 
^* ceffivc coW and damp from the walls in that part 
" of the fchool during the winter i-— that, fo far 
^^ from Mr. Michell's infulting the governors on 
^'^ riiat occafion, he was not in the fchpol with the 
** Governors during any part of the time they wem 
'* there. And further, this . deponent believes that 
*^ the faid Edward Michcll has been injured by a 
*^ report propagated by Mr. Gerard Martin, that 
** the faid Mafter was, to be turned out of his office, 
^* this deponent having been informed by gentle- 
^ men of fortune and charader that the faid Mr. 
" Martin has propagated Ibch a report. And fur- 
" ther, this deponent believes, that the faid Mafter 
« has been infultcd and ill-treated by the Go- 
" vernors of the fchool in fcveral inftances fmce 
" the death of the late Lord Berkeley : all which 
*' this deponent believes the Matter has borne with- 
" out retaliating, fo as to cxalperate or affront the 
" Governors in any refpeft. And this deponent 
" further believes, that the Governors have fpent a 
" great part of the fchool-money unneceffarily, tho* 
" their plea for not paying the Mafter his falary is 
^ poverty, and though the fchool-houfe in many 
*' parts is in very bad condition." 

The 
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' The followii^ paper was figned and prefentcd to 
the Right Reverend Vifitor, in confequence of an 
information given in to his Lordfhip that there was 
not a Jingle boy educateng at thejchooly at a time when 
there really was a pretty good number of Boys 
educating here. The information was given by a' 
Governor. But as the intended injury is of a more 
private nature than many other preceding ones, and 
is calculated to affeft myfelf only, the neceffity of 
mentioning his name again is not urgent. He is 
gone from us never to return. May his good deeds 
follow him, and procure him a happy reception; 
and may the compaflion of the recording angel 
drop that tear on his infirmities, which may blot 
them out for ever. A letter to myfelf from the 
Right Reverend Vifitor foon followed this informa- 
tion, which his Lordfliip had received: from hence 
originated the fubfcquent addrcfs : 

** To the Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of 
'^Bath and Wells. 

« My Lord, 

€t -y^^ whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed, 
*^ principal inhabitants of the town of Bruton in 
" the county of Somerfet, having been informed 
^' that it has been reprcfentcd to. your Lordfhip 

• « that 
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^' that the prefent Matter of the Grammar-School 
*' ih this town has for Jome time recehed his Jalary 
** for doing nothings as he has not a Jingle boy to in^ 
** JiruSiy beg leave to undeceive your Lordfhip in 
" that particular, and to declare, that though not a 
*' fingle boy had been inftrufted in the faid Gram- 
*' mar-School for many years, till the appointment 
*' of the prefent Matter, yet from the time of his 
*' being appointed to the day of the date hereof, 
" without intermiffion, the boys of the town, and 
« frequently thofe of the adjacent pariflies, have re^ 
" forted to the faid fchool, and have been conftantly 
^' and regularly inftrufted by the prefent Matter in 
'* Grammar and Grammar- learning on the terms 
" and conditions prefcribed by the charter, that is, 
*^ as free boys. To the truth of the above affer- 
*^ tion the whole body of the inhabitants of the 
<^ town, as well as the parents and friends of thofe 
*' boys who are at prefent receiving their educa- 
" tion at the faid fchool, are able to bear teftimony, 
*^ if fuch their teftimony ftiall be required or deemed 
" expedient by your Lordttiip. 

" Bruton, *^ 7*. Samson, 

" Aug. 8, 1778. « L. Dampier:' 

But we will for a moment fuppofe the informa- 
tion alluded to in the addrefs to have been true, 

would 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I ^8 I 

would it appear a mm^ qC woncfer to the r^a^r, 
if not even one bpy had been found remaiftii^g at 
the fchopl after fo many repeated efforts made to 
injure it? Was it not natural for tb§ neighboi^hood 
thus to reafon:— ^^ The Governors of the S<5hooi, 
** who are by their office b6und in duty to cherifli 
•* and proteft their fchooU m\A certainly be in- 
*« flueneed by very particular motive* fer afting 
" thus in oppofition to it ?" This 13 no niiore than 
a juft and logical conclufion f for the Governor of 
afchool is but another word for its Guardian. 
Whether any fault on the pare of the Mafter^was 
publickly aJledged by the Governors in vindi- 
cation of their own conduft, I have never heard. 
But at a meeting of the Governors (the M, a§ well 
as my memory informs me> at which I wa$ prefent 
with the late Mr. Martin) that gentiemar^ in the 
prefehce and hearing of the Governors, fully ex- 
plained the motives for their paft condud. If th« 
following are not the exaft worcjs he made ofe of 
to me, they convey his precife meaning: Mr. 
Michell, none oftbofe difagrccabk mattery y whkb ha've 
bappenedi would have hapfenedy had you attended our 
meetings. It is neceffary to add, that I conftantly 
attended the meetings of the Governors, as long as, 
nay longer than I found myfelf treated with pro- 
priety. And one is apt to think that fuch an un- 
remitting 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ «» ] 

remitting Oppofitionibr To long a tx>urfe </ years 
to every lefibrt I €Q«dd tnake, an oppofitbn which 
Bn the mofl moctorate conr^tanbn has x:oft mt 
two thoufand pounds, will be tkemed aptmaity ra- 
ther too fevere for the omiffion of a compliment, 
i^hich the treatrtiepit that I naet with from the 
Governbrs rendered it impoffible (as t^ leading 
Governors well knew) for me to pay, without be- 
ing very defervedly held up as an objeft of ridicule, 
for petitioning, in the language of the third hero of 
the Tale of a Tub, " Worthy Sirs, do me the 
*' honour of another good flap in the chaps T' 
But I had received too many unmerited flaps al- 
ready at their meetings: I felt myfelf fore; I had 
been infulted, and refuied to fubjed myfelf , to fur- 
ther infults, 

*' The very head and front of my offending 
•* Has this dxtcnt, no more." 

ForihisjT^r^ in the language of Governors, 
butwhich, I truft, the reader will call by another 
name, for Jtihis »^a/n;^ offence (for non-attendance 
at tneAings Ki^here Ihad not the leaft grain, par- 
ticle, or atom of bufinefs to tranfaft, is thefole im- 
putation,*— is the ivhole amount of the charge) the 
School-hoiJfc hasbeen fufFcrcd to become ruinous 

to 
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to fuch a degree/ as that buckets have been necef^. 
farily placed for a long continuance as reeeptacks 
for the rain defcending through the tiles and ceiling 
into our fleeping-rooms. 

For this offence a report has been induftrioufly 
propagated that the Majier was on a fixed day to be 
turned ouf of his office. 

For this offence a right of taking boarders has 
been denied to the matter. 

For this offence gentlemen of cohfiderable for- 
tune have been informed, that they cannot pay for 
the education of their fons here without doing a 
very great injury to the fchool. 

For this offence the fum of thirty pounds a year, 
purchafed by the bounty of the late Lord Berkeley 
of the Governors of the School by his Lordfhip's 
payment of their debt of 250I. for the exprefs pur- 
pofe of beneficing the prefent Mafter, was taken 
from him foon after his Lordfhip's death, nor was 
it reftored till the Governors compelled the Mafter 
to make his appeal to the Right Reverend Vifitor. 
Gratitude forbids me to withhold the following 
anecdote: — «» By fome, I know not what, nfxeans 

the 
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the knowledge qf this detention of my falary had 
reached the late Henry Hoare, efq; of Stourhead, 
with whofe real friendlhip I was honoured in this 
arid other inftances. Mr. Meffiter one day called 
at my houfe, and acquainted me that he [was di- 
reftcd by Mr. Hoare to take every neceffary ftep 
in my defence againft the Governors of the fchool. 

• For this offence, falfe information was given to 
the.Right Reverend Vifitor of the School, that not 
a fingle boy was educating here, at a time when 
there really was a pretty good number at the fchooL 

And for this offence the Mafter has been ma- 
lignedi diftreffed, harraffed, and worried; his efforts 
been defeated; hi^ property been invaded; and a 
flourilhing fchool of his own raifing been reduced 
to that wretched ftate in which he found it. 

Here I muft intrude on the reader*s patience, 
and requeft him to go back with me to that period^* 
at which the Right Reverend Vifitor determined 
the matter refpefting my falary, and my right of 
taking boarders, both in my favour. On both 
thefe fubjefts his Lordlhip delivered his fentiments 
in the prefence of the Governors and the Mafter, 
After thefe dccifions the Governors acquainted his 

Lordfhip 
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Lordfliip that they had an engine ^dongiiig to rfie 
ichool, which had till tkcn been always kept injAc 
churdh j that they thought it right tfcat the Mafier 
fliould have the moft eafy accefs to it in ^tsSt of a 
fine happening in his hoK\(c, .and pmpofed that the 
Matter flMMaid give up h^lfof the onlyouthoufe on 
the prcmifes fcr the purpofc of pacing the eogine 
in ; that they would divide the outhoufe by a par- 
tition wall; and, that it might ftill be ufeful to the 
pQbUc, that they would have a door placed towards 
the fbeet for getting oiat the cmgmt ait^ and that 
the Matter's famiiy might not be difturbed omoe- 
ceffarily for his key of the houfe, in cafe of a fire in 
the town ^yy tn^t^, that a j&CQod key ihould .be 
placed in the hiands of the oian^o 'had the care jof 
ihe engine. I could widi kfs inaiDnAmdaacce have 
parted witii any raom in my dnaufe cfaan liiii. And 
I was then timxAss iaSty .^ffuvedsi&^l 
inconvenience to me was the only motive by which 
the Governors were acSiuated in jfmking ^pro- 
poikl: they knew this out^^feto be peitpetvatty 
feu of cyder, coais, wood, &c. ^t ffor the fake of 
giving no furiher trouble (to his Jjorcifhtp on a 
txufineifi ^{Jkch a nsNwe, I granted idieif a-e^uofl:. 
T he partition was built, and the xloor Ifet up. Willi 
the man jo( candour, will the &ir-dealing man^ 
give me crolitf when I tell him that^ 4iDtwid](bm4« 

ing 
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ingnly repeated dp^icatipns for a key, the Go- 
vernors refufed ,me a k?y during the whole feven 6r 
eight years for which they wc^e in ppffcffion of this 
houfe? But fuch is the fad. 

The following fhort letter from me to the late 
Mr. Martin, will be a proof of my application to 
two fenior wardens. 

*' Bruton, April 1 1, 1778. 
« Sir, 

** The School-houfe, which at my coming into 
" it, you as fenior warden then engaged fhould be 
*' painted once in two years, is now, you may ima- 
" gine, for want of painting, in very bad condition. 
" The great gate, which the late Lord Berkeley 
** gave us, the fhoots, and the rails before the houfe, 
•^ will, if not painted foon, become rotten. The 
" other repairs I have in general terms acquainted 
*' you with long fince. The intention of my giv- 
"inguppart of an outhoufe belonging to me, for 
^' the purpofe of having the engine near me in cafe 
*^ of a fire, has not been anfwered, as I have hitherto 
*^ had no key fent me. I made a perfonal applica- 
*^ tion for a key to Mr. Hall, when fenior warden, 
** who, for reafons beft| known to himfelf, was far 
** above condcfccnding to give me an anfwer. This 
** C ** application 
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«' ftppKcaaon vfos made> whqi there Was at thit in- 
*« ftant a fire at Difcove, a^d half the tomn was 
•cc aipplying to me for the Wy of the houfe. 

" I am. Sir, your moft humble fervant, 

^f EDWARD MICHELL/' 
*' 7<? Gerard Martin^ ^Ji* ^ 

Olt find'ng myfclf thiii artfully defrauded of a 
room by the violation of a compad clear and un- 
difputed, (I ufe the word dtfrauded as moft af^li- 
cable of any, I can at prefent recoiled;, to the 
tranfadion) and on feeling myfelf reduced to great 
inconvenience through the want of it, I considered 
•myfelf, after fuch a violation of the conipad for a 
feries of years, as indifputably warranted in the re>- 
fumption of my property thus artfully invaded and 
illegally withheld. I fay withheld illegally i for, by«j 
legal appointment, all the prcmifes are mines and 
through the infringement of the above compad on 
the part of the Governors (a compad which cannot 
be denied, far this was not a tranfadion in private 
t)etween the Governors and myfelf only,) from the 
day on which the'firft refufal of a key wis made, 
and accefs to the engine W^s denied, frorh that day 
the compaft became void, the right Of refumption 

reverted 
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rereited to moe, a x^t %^ leg^ 93 k was apparently 
(equitaihle. Tibc ca&ft jnetiKxi I judged the bcft; 
and tfaefldforc did notOKkr (ih^ paitition to be tgfcen 
4owo. To die Rev. Mr. John XJaldefhrougb^ the 
Icaaior warden^ I rapplied> and defired him to order 
it to be taken down. After being acquainted with 
the condition of the agreenaent, on which I granted 
the ufe of the room to the Govfjrnorsi, (for when it 
was granted, Mr. Goldclbrowgh was not a Gover- 
nor) he ordered w(^Jcmen to take down the parti- 
tican and to rcmovie the engine. This the workmen 
omitted to ^o for two or three weeks, when Mr. 
Goldefbrou^ iffued a lcc9nd order, which was 
immediately executed. At a meeting of the Go- 
vernors, which I was prefent at by the particular 
invitation of the fenior warden Mr. L. Dampier, 
arid at which were likewife prefent the only two 
that remained of the old fet of Governors, which 
meeting was held, I believe, jnot many months after 
the .engine was by Mr. Goldefbrough's direftion 
removed i Mr. Goldefbrough afferted, in my pre^ 
fence, that the taking down the partition and remo- 
val of the engine were quite a temporary bufjneis, 
and that I was to give up the room to the Gover- 
nors again, if they ,lhould ever want it. I could 
not forbear to exprefs my aftonifhment to Mr. 
Goldefbrough at his affertion and want of tefolu- 
C 2 tionf 
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tions for to that caufe I then imputed his condud^ 
as it had been heard that the two fenior Governors 
had taken his order for the removal of the engine 
in dudgeon. Since that meeting, Mr. Goldefbrough^ 
I have been informedj has continued to aflert what 
he then afferted, and to add, that I fromifed to give 
up the room and to rebuild the partition at my own ex^ 
pence at the expiration of two or three months^ during 
which time I wanted it for a particular purpofe. The 
purpofe for which I then wanted it, I acquainted 
Mr. Goldefbrough with. I went to him with a 
determination to refume the room, whether Mr. 
Goldefbrough (hould give or withhold his confent. 
Who is there, that in fimilar circumftances would 
not have determined on the fame meafure ? The 
only part of the converfation neceflary to be men- 
tioned is this : The form of words I pretend not to 
remember; their exaft and precife purport was what 
follows: Mr. Goldefbrough's queftion to me was. 
Whether, if the Govern ors fhould want the room 
again, and I fliould not want it, I would let them 
have It? My anfwerwas. That there never would 
be a time when I Ihould not be in very great want 
of it. And I here make this declaration as a man 
and a clergyman, that I never made Mr. Goldef- 
brough during our converfation a promifc to give 
up the room, and that fuch a thought was the 

h: ft^ 
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fartheft from my heart, and fuch language from 
my tongue. 

But let us fee whether a moment's reafonmg 
will not lead us to the difcovery of the truth in this 
cafe. If I was to rebuild the partition at my own 
expence (and here again I folemnly declare that 
not a word ever paflfed between Mr. Goldefbrough 
and myfelf relative to its being rebuilt by me or by 
any other perfon,) how happens it that the Gover* 
nors were at the expence of taking it down ? Does 
Mr. Goldefbrough mean that there were two agree- 
ments^ and that it was ftipulated that the Gover-^ 
nors (hould pay for taking it down on the condition 
of my rebuilding it? Or, will he have us underftand 
that I engaged with him to take down the partition 
at my own coft, and refofed afterwards to fulfil fuch 
engagement ? 

Again, what a rent was I by this account to have 
paid for this half of an outhoufe for two, three, or 
four months, if to rebuild the partition (I fpeak 
from conjefture only, and not as a man well-in- 
formed) was to have coft me about four pounds ? 

But the grand argument that no fuch compaft 

d^ novo between us ever really exilted is this : The 

C 2 ground 
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ground on which I ftood at die timer of my appljring 
to Mr. Goldefbrough, is feen to be firm, and fudii 
as would fupport rpe. An agreement had been 
entered into' between the old fet of Governors and 
myfd£ The condition, on which i granted thenn 
riie life of the outhoufe, had been on their part vio* 
feted confcffcdiy- The agreement of courfc be- 
came void. To this I was no ftrangcr, nor was I 
infcnfiWc of the impropriety of coirdud: nnade ufe of 
towards me. Is it fuppofeable then, without fup- 
pofing one of the greatcft abfordiries, that I flioukl 
exchange the firm ground oo which I ftood, for 
that which would fink under me ? that I ibould 
apply for k^xve to make ufe ai this room for a few 
months, and after that time give the Goverfio/s a 
right of reftiming it adHbituin? My fituation, feen 
in this point of view, precludes, in mfy conception, 
the poflibility of my entering into further agree- 
ments with the Governors; more efpecially while 
I faw two of the former fet remaining, with appe- 
tites as keen as if they had never taken one flice 
from cny peace and comfort, and which feemed to 
increafe from feeding. 

But it matters not, I mean as far as it bears re- 
lation to the fubjeft of my fafery, where the truth 
liesj for on my calling on the late fcnior warden, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Dampier, to require ^e payment of my felary, 
he frankly made this declaration^ Whether you are 
right with refpeil to the affair of the outhoufe^ or Mr. 
Coldejbroughy is of no confe^tunce^ for we are as ohjii^ 
note as you^ and are determined never to pay you 
your Jalary without law^ till ym give up the room. 
Whatever his words were, fuch was their precife 
meaning. 

Rut in the name of candor, in the name of com- 
mon fenfe, in the name of common juftice, and in 
the nauie o( whatever bears but even the moft dif^ 
font relation to ekher of the three, §-om whence 
originates this omnipotence of our Governors? 
From what fource is this their abfplute dominion 
derived? By what authority has the unlimited 
power of refcinding the legal afits of their predecef- 
fors been delegated to them ? By what law is the 
Mailer's freehold at this comfortable diftance from 
Paris demanded ? By what charter or appointment 
is his falary withheld ? Has the Mailer fhrunk from 
his duty? has he neglefted to do that juftice to 
thofe under his care, wlj^ich all have a right to 
expe<5l from him ? To thefe two laft queftions an 
anfwer will come with greater propriety and deli- 
cacy from the gentlemen educated at the fchocj, 
many of whom in the different profeffions are now 

fettled 
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fettled in this neighbourhood, than from the Mafter 
himfelf. 

The truth is, the Governors, from the death of 
Lord Berkeley, during whofe life, peace and hap- 
pinefs refided among us, have all along appeared to 
conceive the obligations between themfclves and 
the Mafter of the fchool to be of a peculiar Tpecies> 
namely, as obligatory on him, but not on them. 
Their proceedings have manifeftly difallowed a re- 
ciprocity of obligations, and an affumed fuperiority 
has marked their conduft. Hence, inftead of view* 
ing themfelves in the light of perfons appointed by 
the Royal charter, as coadjutors with the Mafter 
in promoting a work of the firft importance in the 
opinion of educated men, their chief occupation has 
been a conftant tod uniform endeavour to difturb 
the peace and quiet of the Mafter, thofe grand re- 
quifites for the due performance of his duty, and to 
take up no inconfiderable jportion of his^ time in 
getting his houfe repaired and his falary paid, which 
has been at many and various times detained with- 
out the leaft reafon given for fo arbitrary and illegal 
a meafure* A ftrong proof this of the neceflity 
that the leading men at leaft among the Governors 
or Trufteesofa Gramnriar-School fhould be men 
of letters and educations for want of whofe fofter- 

ing 
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ing hand many a public feminary, that would have, 
under their guidance, illuminated a whole diftrift, 
has dwindled into infignificancc, and remained ufc-» 
left for perhaps half a century. 

The line of condufh purfued by the prefcnt Go- 
vernors and the Mafter towards each other, will be 
exhibited in as clear a point of view, from the fol- 
lowing tranfadion, as from any other that at pre- 
fent occurs to me : 

In the year 1785, the late Mr. Ludwell Dam- 
pier, as fenior warden, invited me to dine with 
the Governors at their meeting. End^vouring 
to forget what was paft, I went. After dinner 
Mr. Sampfon was faying that it was rather incon- 
venient that the cheft, containing writings and other 
papers relative to the affairs of the fchool, fhould 
be carried annually from the houfe of one fenior 
warden to that of his fucceffor, and therefore alked 
me, wheaher it was inconvenient that the cheft 
fhould be de'pofited in a room iu my houfe. Seeing 
this propofal agreeable to the Governors in general, 
I, without hefitation, replied, Tou are welcome to 
make choice of any room in my houfe for this furpofe. 
They made choice of a room. Within a few days 
they fent a carpenter, who put a. lock on the door, 

locked 
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locked it, and went off. Can the liberal-naindcd 
man form the mofl diftant conjefture, what return 
was made me for fuch my reaxlinefs to oblige i He 
mull be informed, for gue/s he cannot. From the 
day on which the door was locked by the carpenter 
in 1785 to the prefcnt, no.GovernorSj or any other 
pcrfon for them, have been near the room, no chcft, 
or one fingle article of any kind, has been depofited 
in the room, but it has remained locked, and I have 
been excluded from this part of my own houfe, for 
above feven years. Now was a man to analize 
this treatment by a rational procefs, he would find 
its conftituent parts or firft principles reduced to, 
I believe, nearly equal quantities of a certain exo- 
tick named Sfai pro ratione voluntas. This is of a 
noxious quality; and the prefent pitiable ftatc of a 
great Monarch is thought to be owing to his having 
fucked in an improper quantity of it : it adts like 
the kava mentioned by Captain Cooke, which in- 
toxicates and brings forth blotches over the body: 
indeed this laft effeft has been for fome time ex- 
pefted to appear on the body of the above un- 
happy Monarch. 

0{ puerility ; which is fokly adapted to the con- 
ftitutions and temperaments of young people, and 
i\ improper to be ufed by adults, and more ^fpe* 
cially by people advanced in years. 
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Oictmnhtg^ which i* irtarvelloufly congruous and 
fcnriceabk to creatures beneath man, but is never 
prefcribcd except by empiricks for the burtian ipe- 
ciesi as regularly -bred pbyficians are fully convinced 
that though it may iei*Ve a prefent purpoie and 
afford a littk temporary relief, the effefts, which it 
leaves behind ]t> on the vital and more noble fartsi 
are airways dread&Uy fhocking* 

Of rrpeHed makvi)lence, or, in the language of the 
facrfty, fnalice. This is the worft and mod deadly 
fpecxts^ of the nigbt-Jbadey and wonderful and de-> 
ftfudive is it in its operations. It poffeffes this pe- 
culiarity, that if a man has a plant of it in his trunk, 
it fhall not only rack him almoft to death, but he 
can, by vpemng his trunk let our its effltivia^ which 
(as when Pandora's box was opened) (haU infed at 
any diftance whatever, and be deftru6tive of the 
happinefs of good and bad, fair and foul^ without 
difiindtion. 

Was I to give a catalogue of the indignities^ 
with which the Governors have been pleafed to ho- 
nour me from the death of Lord Berkeley, for rea- 
fons, of which my reader^ is equally confcious with 
myfelf, and I might tnily add, equally confcious 
with the Governors, fuch a catalogue would protra61^ 

this 
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this narrative to a naufeating length, nor would it 
tend to convince the public of more than I truft 
they are fully convinced of from the preceding pages* 

As a proof that no good reafons for perfecution 
ever fubfifted, a motive of a very different nature 
from boafting compels me to make known the de- 
claration of Mr. Harry Albin Martin, made in the 
year 1785 at a meeting of the Governors, and made, 
in their prefence and in mine 2 " Mr. Michell has 
•* difcharged his duty as Mafter of the fchool with 
•* integrity and abilities." Not a diffenticnt voice 
was heard, Juftice influenced Mr, Martin to make- 
this declaration, and not friendfliip. 

My conduft as Mafter of this fchool dares the 
light : I wi(h it to be fcann'd minutely and criti- 
cally, ** without extenuation, without malice."— 
To fuperior abilities the knowledge of myfelfi as 
well as common prudence, will ever keep me from 
fetting up pretenfions. On the other hand, moft 
defervedly fhould I incur public cenfure, did I not 
know myfelf equal to the duties of my office in 
this place. How difficult a tafk is it to fpeak of 
one's felf with propriety I For my attendance on 
my duty, and attention during its performance, I 
beg leave to refer the "reader to the gentlemeu 

around 
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around us, who have been educated here. They 
are in truth the moft competent judges both of the 
abilities and integrity of a Mafter. 

Unchecked violence of temper will precipitate 
a man into a temporary phrenzy. However, if it 
is a matter of amufement to the violent among us 
to bandy about reputations during the crifis of the 
difeafe, right-welcome are they to make a fhutde- 
cock of my reputation for abilities ^ and to verberate 
and reverberate it, till not even a poor folitary 
feather remains. In this cafe I have only to inform 
them, during their lucid intervals, that their amufe- 
ment is unmanly and illiberal; and that, however 
cautioufly their piece, their engine of deftrudtion 
may be levelled at me, it cannot fail of hitting at 
the fame time this town and neighbourhood, and 
that it may ultimately recoil on themfelvesj for the 
man, whofe tongue is armed againft every one, 
muft be fottifhly ftupid in wondering that every 
one's tongue is armed againft: him : in this cafe he 
may be well aflured the world will be evet ready to 
do him ample jufticci and indeed 

'■■ ' nee lex eftjujiior nil a, 

^uam necis artifices arte perire fua. 

But there is a reputation of another kind, which 
every man, who dcferves that name, values as his 

firft. 
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firft, his maft precious poffdEon, belns otfcefs mhstt 
they may. No man can or fhotiW pcrmk an un- 
merited attack to be made on his integrity, feonow, 
or veracity, without expreffing a full fenfe of the in- 
jury in terms of the warmeft refentment againft the 
vile traducer, the bafe aflaiiant. Should then any 
ofthefons of violence among us find himfelfdif- 
pofed to charge me with neglcfting the regular 
performance of my duty as Mafter of this fchool, at 
any period from tiie time of my firft appointment to 
this day, or with having violated any compaft en- 
tered into between the Governors and myfelf^ or 
between any fenior warden their reprcfentative and 
myfelf, or with having done any one a6t that could 
reafonably irritate the Governors, or give them juft 
caufe of offence, he injures me moft bafely : I am 
confcious of nothing of the kind, or that bears the 
inoft diftant refemblance to it: nor infuch circumr 
ftances will the world, I truft, impute to me a breach 
of decorum, while I addrpfs and take my leave of 
the creature, who is capable of thus meanly de- 
grading himfelf, in the words of the honeft author* 
of the Hiftory of the Council of Trent, " Mentiris 
*' impudentiffime.'^ 

A word or two more, and I have done* The 
onty charjge brought againft the Mafter by the 

•Father Paul. ^^^mcr 
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fonftcr Governors was a fin of omiffion, to which 
?]othing leCs than the rum of the fchool was deemed 
an adeqiiate puniihmeiit. 

To dmc with the Governors is. certainly not a 
part of my<iuty. Bat ftill I always confidcred k 
as a compliment diae in return for their compliment 
of invitation. Nor did I refrain from paying my 
Tefpefts to them^, as l6ng «s I found my felf treated 
with common propriety. 

The ojienfibk offence againft the prefent Gover- 
tjors is the Mafter^ resumption of a room, which is 
iiis own by law, cqtiity, and reafon. For this (and 
for a few private catifes with which two-thirds at 
iedlof the Governors are utterly unacquainted) his 
falarylias l3een wthhtild from Midfummer 1790, 
It is proper to add, that the Mafter has made the 
Governors an 6fFer of a bit of ground, equaHy con- 
venient in all relpe6h with the prefent room, for the 
purpofe of building a Ihed on for their engine. 
This they 'have refofed. It is neceflary to fubjoin, 
that a gentleman in the neighbourhood, who has a 
family, told the Mafter not many months fince, 
and told it to others before, that had he twenty 
ions, he fhoiild never fend one of th«n to him, 
while his falary remained unpaid. Thus has this 

truly 
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truly Royal endowment been devoted for many 
years to infignificance through the unreafon^bk 
caprice of thofe, who have been by the relation 
which they have borne to it, bound in duty to the 
public, to the prefent age, and to pofterity, to give 
it their whole weight and influence, and to prote£t, 
fuppprt, and.cherilh it with adtivity, with energy i 
to guard the revenues of its eftates with at leaft the 
fame care and circumfpeftion, with which their pri- 
vate property is guarded, and to permit no ill-timed 
negleft on thfe part of artificers, by which the truft 
may be injured materially^ and which they would 
deem inadmiflible in their own concerns. For the 
confcientious difcharge of fuch duties, and a variety 
of others, the public have an equitable and un- 
doubted claim on the truftees of every public cha- 
rity. And a well-grounded application from the 
public to the guardian of charities for a negleft of 
duty, or for other improprieties, has never failed of 
proving a falutary and effe^ual remedy. 

I beg the reader's, indulgence for a minute or 
two longer. 

This fchool, if properly conduced, muft be 
viewed as a grand luminary fet up to difFufe light 
through a whole nation. Its revenues are worthy 

the 
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the origin from whence they fprung : they refleft 
honour even on the Royal Founder* Through fuch 
revenues the moft refpcftable abilities in a Mafter 
may be procured^ from cither Univerfity. From 
fiich revenues exhibitions may be founded, enabling 
thofe pupils of the fchool, who ftand in need of 
them, to proceed in their friture ftudies without 
cmbarraffmcnt. From fuch exhibitions, fuperior 
talents will of courfe be brought forward, which 
muft otherwife have lain under the hand of chilling 
poverty, undiftinguifhed and ufelefs. From fuc^^ 
exhibitions, for which there will be conftant com- 
petitors, and which will thence prove an incitement 
to literary exertions, the fchool will fill, its reputa- 
tion be eftabliflied, and the benevolent defign of the 
Royal Founder be fully anfwered. And from fuch 
revenues the fchool-houfe may be rendered a proper 
refidence for the fons of our firft families, and not 
remain in a ftate difhonourable to the Founder, 
through an implication of a deficiency of revenue to 
fupport it with propriety, which is far, very far 
from being the cafe. 

Upon the whole, it is not an eafy matter to af* 
certain by what motives the Governors have been 
hithcrtoinfli^|iCjed,-or to what good end their pro- 
ceedings hayC; had a tendency. The ancient form 
D of- 
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of government, coeval probably with the ichool, 
was fubverted two years ^fincc, during the femar^* 
wardenfliip of the Rev. Mr. Richard Goklefbrough^ 
who made a vohintary refignation of the duties of 
his office, as far as they related to the Mafter and 
the repairs of the School-houfe. From t^at timt 
the Mafter has been denied accefs to the fenior- 
warden. Nor would the laft-mentiorted gentleman 
deign to receive a letter from the Mafter on fchool 
affairs, when he was in office, but remitted it un- 
opened. Threats have occafionally been held fiwth 
that pur Royal Seminary is to be reduced to a 
Writing' School^ which is judged to be more g^^ 
tiallyjerviceable. But during the continuance of the 
prefent fet of gentlemen in the neighbourhoc^ this 
degrading projedt can never be cffeftcd. And it is 
*' devoutly to be wifhed," that the pofterity of tkj 
prefent nobility and gentlemen may be taught to 
look up to this Royal Seminary as to a jewel of 
ineftimable value, and to guard it widi a watchfilii 
and jealous eye :-^as to a fountain, from which, if 
not unreafonably obftrufted, knowledge, u&ful 
learning, and confequent happinefs, will inceflantljr 
flow on to the moft diftant ages. 

Gf my beft fervices and unremittfeig ^effijrts to 
render myfeif ufeful in my ftattow, the public xnay 

be 
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be ever affured. And lopportonmcs of rendering 
mjkV extenfivefy fo would kSord. me abundant &* 
tisfaftion. My endeavours to raife a fchool have 
once proved fuccefsful : and, butifor:the oppofition 
which we have feen, we niight «w>y . years fince 
have been happy in annually meeting here a relpeft- 
able number of gentlemen educated among us: a 
thought this that warms the heart. But let us not 
take a retrofpeftive view of our affairs: it will 
prove but as a paflage through a barren and dreary 
region, covered only with the galling produdtions 
of nature, briars and thomi.^ Let us rather look 
forward, not without' hopes that the pacific difpofi- 
tions of many of the Governors may at fomc happy 
moment be effedtual to heal thofe divifions, which 
are too well known to not a few among us to ori- 
ginate from private animofity unreafonably con- 
ceived. Should the cool reafoning of thofe gentle- 
men have its due weight and influence with their 
colleagues in the government, peace and order will 
fpeedily take again their refidence among us.— 
Hence, and hence aloney our fchool may lift up her 
head with unaflTuming confidence, as feeling herfelf 
in fccurity under the proteftion of her neareft 
friends. Such proteftion may be expedted to be 
produftive of confequences interefting to all parties; 
to the Public, to the Governors, to the Mafler. 

P.S. The 
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C P^S. The payment of the Mailer's falary ha!s 
been recommendcdM>y the highbst authority. 
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